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despairing of ameliorating their own condition, rush
to the head of the State and demand its assistance.
To relieve their own necessities at the cost of the public
treasury appears to them to be the easiest and most
open, if not the only, way they have to rise above
a condition which no longer contents them ; place-
hunting becomes the most generally followed of all
trades. This must especially be the case in those
great centralized monarchies in which the number of
paid offices is immense, and the tenure of them toler-
ably secure, so that no one despairs of obtaining a
place, and of enjoying it as undisturbedly as an
hereditary fortune. . . .
Among democratic nations, as well as elsewhere,
the number of official appointments has in the end
some limits ; but among those nations, the number of
aspirants is unlimited ; it perpetually increases, with
a gradual and irresistible rise in proportion as social
conditions become more equal, and is only checked
by the limits of the population. Thus, when public
employments afford the only outlet for ambition,
the government necessarily meets with a permanent
opposition at last; for it is tasked to satisfy with
limited means unlimited desires. It is very certain
that of all people in the \vorld the most difficult to
restrain and to manage are a people of solicitants.
Whatever endeavours are made by rulers, such a
people can never be contented ; and it is always to be
apprehended that they will ultimately overturn the
constitution of the country, and change the aspect of
the State, for the sole purpose of making a clearance
of places. The sovereigns of the present age, who
strive to fix upon themselves alone all those novel
desires which are aroused by equality, and to satisfy
them, will repent in the end, if I am not mistaken,
that they ever embarked in this policy : they will one